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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Leaders have high expectations of pupils at The Bishop of Winchester Academy. 
Pupils behave well in lessons. They learn to read, write and speak well. Pupils 
remember what they have learned and make links between different subjects 
because teachers understand how pupils learn best. Pupils benefit from leaders’ and 
teachers’ belief in the school’s motto, ‘Have the courage to be wise’. Parents 
appreciate teachers’ commitment to their child’s learning, as reflected in the 
comment, ‘All of the teachers who teach/have taught my sons have gone above and 
beyond for my children to achieve.’  
 
Pupils at the school benefit from an impressive range of extra-curricular activities. 
Leaders prioritise wider opportunities alongside achievement in public examinations 
so that their pupils ‘live life to the full’. Pupils learn about how to stay safe and 
healthy. They understand the behaviour expected of a ‘Bishop Student’, known as 
the school’s ‘Learning Apps’. These underpin the school’s Christian ethos. Bullying is 
not common, but some pupils are not confident that all teachers deal with it 
effectively. Pupils do not always tell someone when it happens. Leaders have started 
to improve this.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
There is an ambitious curriculum, including for those in the sixth form. The majority 
of pupils learn subjects that qualify for the English Baccalaureate. Leaders are clear 
about the most important knowledge pupils need. Pupils learn new knowledge in a 
logical order and build on what they already know. They are beginning to make 
meaningful links between subjects. 
 
Teachers have good subject knowledge. They break down learning into small 
chunks, which helps pupils to learn new knowledge and remember more. Teaching 
does not move on until pupils are ready to learn new content. Pupils are well 
prepared for their next steps. Students in the sixth form work with purpose in their 
independent study time. Pupils receive extra support to catch up when needed. 
 
Leaders have prioritised literacy. For example, pupils learn and use new vocabulary 
in every subject. Teachers know how to support pupils’ reading. When pupils read 
aloud in lessons, they do so with confidence. There is a reading programme in place 
for pupils in key stage 3. Pupils also read in mentor time. This means that many 
pupils read widely and often. Pupils who are falling behind in reading get the 
support they need to catch up.  
 
Leaders have prioritised mathematical knowledge as being important for pupils to 
understand the world around them. From Year 7, the curriculum goes significantly 
beyond the national curriculum. It helps pupils build a deep understanding of 
different aspects of mathematics. Pupils enjoy mathematics, and many take the 
subject in the sixth form. 
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Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well supported. 
Teachers know pupils well, and adapt their teaching appropriately. However, leaders 
do not always coordinate the provision well for a small number of pupils with 
complex needs. Pupils from the Emmaus Centre enjoy attending lessons in the main 
school and are supported when needed. However, some parents of pupils with 
SEND, especially of those pupils with complex needs, do not feel there is enough 
communication from school.  
 
Pupils enjoy taking part in the impressive range of extra-curricular opportunities on 
offer. There are over 100 clubs running, currently. These include basketball, rugby, 
Spanish, debating and cookery. Pupils’ attendance at these is high. Leaders ensure 
that disadvantaged pupils and those with SEND attend. In the sixth form, students 
take part in a range of enrichment activities and enjoy writing the school newsletter.  
 
Through the programme for personal development, pupils learn how to stay safe 
and learn about healthy relationships. The sixth-form programme is appropriate. 
However, some pupils do not remember important content about tolerance. Pupils 
are taught about mental well-being but some would like more support with their 
mental health.  
 
There is a high-quality careers programme in place. Leaders are very aspirational for 
pupils. Students in the sixth form benefit from interview practice, links with local 
employers and useful guidance about writing personal statements for university 
application. Many students achieve places at highly selective universities. 
 
Most teachers believe leaders consider their workload, and the majority feel proud to 
work at the school. The governing body includes several new members, and it does 
not yet have the experience and skills to effectively challenge the leadership team. 
Many parents are supportive of the school, but some do not feel communication is 
strong. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
There is a culture of safeguarding in the school. Pupils learn how to stay safe. Staff 
are well trained and receive regular updates. They understand their responsibilities 
and report all concerns. Designated leaders for safeguarding act quickly when 
needed. Child protection records indicate that leaders work well with other agencies 
to get pupils the support they need. The school fulfils all requirements for safer 
recruitment. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: The Bishop of Winchester Academy 

21 and 22 February 2023 4 
 

 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
◼ The provision for a small number of pupils with complex needs is not always well 

coordinated. Current systems for checking on quality and impact lack precision. 
This means that leaders do not always know what works well for these pupils. 
Leaders must make sure they check on the quality and impact of provision to 
ensure these pupils achieve well. 

◼ Leaders, including those responsible for governance, do not always communicate 
effectively with pupils and parents. This means that pupils and parents do not 
always understand the actions of leaders. Leaders, including governors, need to 
ensure they engage with, and communicate more effectively with, parents and 
pupils alike. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 136120 

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole 

Inspection number 10256662 

Type of school Secondary comprehensive 

School category Academy sponsor-led 

Age range of pupils 11 to 18 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Gender of pupils in sixth-form 
provision 

Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 1,184 

Of which, number on roll in the 
sixth form 

104 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust  Michelle Jacques 

Principal  Paul McKeown 

Website www.tbowa.org 

Date of previous inspection 29 March 2017, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 

 
 

Information about this school 
 
◼ The Bishop of Winchester Academy Trust is a stand-alone trust. 

◼ The school currently uses four registered alternative provision settings and seven 
unregistered alternative provision settings. 

◼ The school has a specialist unit for pupils with speech, language and 
communication needs. 

◼ The school meets the requirements of the provider access legislation, which 
requires schools to provide pupils in Years 7 to 13 with information and 
engagement about approved technical education qualifications and 
apprenticeships.  
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Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 
 
◼ This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 

pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders 
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

◼ Inspectors carried out deep dives in English, mathematics, science, history and 
modern foreign languages. As part of this, they held discussions with senior 
leaders, subject leaders and teachers. They also talked to pupils about their 
learning and looked at work they had completed. 

◼ Inspectors also visited a range of lessons across subjects. They visited 
assemblies, mentor time and social times. 

◼ Inspectors analysed responses to the Ofsted Parent View survey, the pupil survey 
and the staff survey. 

◼ Inspectors met with the special educational needs coordinator, spoke to pupils 
with SEND and reviewed plans to support these pupils. 

◼ Inspectors spoke with representatives from registered and unregistered 
alternative providers.  

◼ Inspectors met with the designated safeguarding lead, and reviewed 
documentation related to safeguarding and referrals to the local authority. They 
also spoke to staff about how they keep pupils safe. 

◼ Inspectors met with representatives of the local governing body and reviewed 
documentation relating to governance. 

 

Inspection team 

 

Victoria Griffin, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector 

Mike Foley Ofsted Inspector 

Jon Jones Ofsted Inspector 

Helen Kerr Ofsted Inspector 

Non Davies Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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