SCHOOLS BIBLE PROJECT — YEAR 9 HOME LEARNING

National competition open to all 11-16 students

Individual and school prizes

This is a creative writing piece of work. You need to pretend that you were present at one of the following events in the life of Jesus. You can
choose to be one of the characters mentioned in the story or you could make up a character. The aim is to highlight the significance of the life of
Jesus

Jesus Calms the Storm - Mark 4:35-41
Jesus turns water into wine John 2:1-12
The raising of Lazarus John 11:1-44
Jesus rises from the dead

Some basic advice

Read the story
Plan your character
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Think about the senses i.e. what will you see, smell, touch, hear, taste (you are writing as though you were present at
the events)

Plan a flow diagram of main points you want to mention in the story (in the order you want to talk about them)

Re read the story

Start writing
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Re read the story and check that you have included all of the main points.

Mark 4:35-41 Jesus Calms the Storm

35That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” 3¢ Leaving the crowd behind, they took him
along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat,
so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t
you care if we drown?” 39He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was
completely calm. 49 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 4 They were terrified and asked each
other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”

Jesus turns water into wine John 2:1-12

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to
the wedding.3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”

4“Woman, 2 why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”

5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. !

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.

8Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”

They did so, 2and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come
from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside?and said, “Everyone brings out the
choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”

11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days.

The raising of Lazarus John 11:1-44

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2(This Mary, whose brother Lazarus
now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3So the sisters sent word to Jesus,
“Lord, the one you love is sick.”

4When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through
it.” 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. ¢ So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more
days, 7and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”

8“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?”

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s
light. 291t is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.”

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but | am going there to wake him up.”

12 Hjs disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant
natural sleep.
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1450 then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to
him.”

16Then Thomas (also known as Didymusl®]) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

170n his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles(®! from
Jerusalem, ¥ and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 22When Martha heard that Jesus
was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.

21| ord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But | know that even now God will give you
whatever you ask.”

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by
believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 2 When
Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 3¢ Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha
had met him. 3 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they
followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.

32\When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died.”

33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and

troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked.

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.

35 Jesus wept.

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 32 “Take away the stone,” he said.
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”

40Then Jesus said, “Did | not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

4150 they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, | thank you that you have heard me. 421 knew that you always hear
me, but | said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” #4The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with
strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

Jesus rises from the dead

Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3and they asked each other, “Who will roll the
stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”

4But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 3 As they entered the tomb, they saw a
young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.

6“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where
they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.””
8Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. (2]

9When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. 1°She
went and told those who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping. 11 When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had
seen him, they did not believe it.

12 Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were walking in the country. 133 These returned and reported it to
the rest; but they did not believe them either.

14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those
who had seen him after he had risen.

15He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. ¥ Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but
whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out

demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them
at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”
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